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GR.\1MGE -OVER "SAI'^DS  DISTRICT  COUFCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year 

1952. 

* » — ^ — “•  II  "I 


UL  VERST  OF, 


November,  1953* 


To  tbe  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Gran.'' e-over-Sands 
Urban  District  Council.  . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Hofarth  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  t he  honour  to  present  to  370U  the  Annual  Report 
of  t he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1952. 

GENERiM.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  COiDITIONS. 


Area  (in  acres  ) 1,884 

Population  - Preliminary  Census,  1951  3,071 

- Rep'istrar-General’ s Estimate 

mid-1952  2,761 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1952  1 ,003 

Rateable  Value  £30,967 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £125 


The  Urban  District  of  Granne -over-Sands  is  situated 
on  tbs  northern  shore  of  the  estuary  of  the  River  Kent 
'vhich  forms  part  of  Morecambe  Bay,  It  is  a residential 
to'Vn  and  holiday  resort, 

VITAL  STi.TISTICS. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  for  1952  and  for  the 
preceding  five  years  are  ~iven  in  the  table  on  pare  2, 

Of  the  27  births  registered,  M[  mere  males  and  I3  'vere 
females,  of  v/hich  two  were  ille;''^itimats, 

A ''oroximately  7^  of  deaths  were  in  person:  of  65  years 
of  ape  and  over  and  the  mnin  causes  of  death  were:-  Heart 
Diseases  I5  and  malipnant  diseases  10, 
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The  table  below  shows  comparisons  between  bir'h  and 
death  rates  in  En~land  and  Wales,  148  smaller  towns  and 
this  district.  The r ates  quoted  ar-  for  1,000  population 
in  all  cases. 


Year.  : England  and  148  Smaller  ; Granpe-over-Sands 

Wales,  Towns.  Urban  District, 

• 25,000  - 50,000: 

population. 


Birth ; 
cx  t e . 

Death 
Rate . 

.Birth 
Rate . 

' Death- 
Rate. 

Birth 
Rats.  . 

Death 
Rate , 

1 948 

17.9  i 

10.8 

19.2 

; 10.7 

1 1 .1 

14.3 

1949  . 

>6.7 

11  .7 

1 8.0 

11  .6 

; 10.9 

8.3 

1950 

1 5.8  ■ 

11,6 

■ 16.7 

. 11 ‘.6 

12.3 

9.6 

1951  ' 

15.5 

12.5 

16.7 

^ 12.5 

12,6 

8,6 

1952 

15.3  ; 

11  .3 

15.5 

: 11  .2 

' 13.0 

11  .5 

Note : - 

The  death  rate 

for  the 

Granpe- 

-over  -Sands 

Urban 

District  quoted  in  the  above  table  for  the  j^ear  1948  is  the 
Crude  Death  Rate.  Those  for  the  years  1949  to  1952 
inclusive  are  the  adjusted  death  rates  after  correction  for 
ape  and  sex  distribution.  The  birth  rates  for  1948  and 
1949  are  the  crude  birth  rates  and  those  for  1950  to  1952  are 
adjusted. 

The  correction  is  made  so t hat  the  adjusted  rates  for 
the  Grange -over-Sands  Urban  District  can  be  c omoared  with  the 
adjusted  fate  for  any  other  locality  orwitb.  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole  but  as  with  all  rates  computed 
on  such  small  fipures  it  should  be  accepted  with  a certain 
amount  of  reserve. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Other  Appointments  Held: 


Sanitary  Inspector 


Other  Appointments  Held:- 


J.  L.  WILD,  M.A.,  M.B., 

B.Chir.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 
D.P.IT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Plealth  - 
Dalton-in-Purness  Urban 
District,  Ulverston  Urban 
District,  Ulverston  Rural 
District . 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  - 
Health  Division  Fo . 1 - 
Lancashire  County  Council, 

H.  B/;XEFDALE,  Sanitary 
Inspector’ s Certificate 
R.S.I.,  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Other  Poods, 

Assistant  Surveyor. 


SANITARY  CIRCUI'.ISTANGES  OF  T KE  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply. 

TAe  IV  ater  supplv  to  the  G-ranre  Urban  District  is  from 
moorland  gather inp  prounds  whici  are  not  cultivated  but  are 
prazed  by  sheep. 

The  ~otherin.'^  prounds  are’  situated  at  Chapel  House 
Plantation  in  the  Parish  of  Staveley  in  the  Ulverston  Rural 
District  and  a further  area  at  he^'^ton-in-Cartmelp  r/here  the 
reservoirs  and  treatment  works  are  situated.  The  reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  32^500,000  -allons,  defter  treatment 
with  lime,  filtration  and  chlorination  the  water  passes  to  a 
storape  tank  of  1^40,000  ."allons  capacity  and  thence  to  the 
trunk  mains  for  distribution.  There  are  tliree  service 
reservoirs  in-Cranpe,  at  Windermere  Road  (150,000  pallons), 
Ha.mpsfell  (200,000  pallons)  and  Wart  barrow  (200,000  pallons) 
which  serve  as  reservoirs  in  case  of  interruption  in  trunk 
mains  and  also  for  equalisin;"  demand  in  the  trunk  mains. 

The  supply  was  adequate  throu'liout  the  year  and  it  was 
unnecessary  durin"  the  summer  to  brinp’  into  operation  the 
emerpency  arran.^eme nt s of  previou.s  "ears  and  t’-is  in  spite  of 
the  abnormally  low  rainfall.  It  •;as  fortunate  that  the 
rainfall  was  fairly  evenly  spread  over  the  year  thus  avoidinp 
an  acute  water  shortage. 

All  the  dwellin'-'  houses  in  the  district  have  a pined  water 
supply . 

The  supply  was  examined  both  ’bacter iolo''ically  and 
chemically  durin'-;  the  year  and  the  results  are  summarised 

below 

Reservoir  Water : “ 

The  results-  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis 
indicated  a pood  upland  surface  water  -free  from  contamination 
and  suitable  for  dr  inkin'"  and  domestic  purposes. 

Mains  Water : - 

The  water  was  free  from  or:''anic  matter  of  animal  ori'-in 
and  in  the  Analyst's  opinion  was  quite  suitable  for  drinkinp 
and  d omestic  purposes. 

Rainfbll . 


J anuary 

4.19 

July 

2.04 

February 

1 .25  ■ 

A u.  "US  t 

2.03 

March 

4,94 

September 

4.  o6 

.^pril 

2.58 

October 

2.73 

liay. 

2.72 

November 

2.47 

June 

4.28 

December 

5.04 

Y ear. 

Pir  st 
Quarter, 

Second 
Quarter . 

Third 
Quarter . 

Fourth 
Quarter . 

Total , 

1 938 

11  .21 

11.33 

15.88 

20.05 

62.47 

1939 

12.17 

8.20 

1 3.62 

13.19 

48.18 

1 9U0 

9.17 

5.35 

12.54 

1 7.61 

44 . 66 

1 9U1 

9.68 

6. 69 

9.78 

13.93 

40.08 

1 qU2 

8.12 

7.89 

1 7.08 

14.50 

47.59 

1943 

12.55 

12.36 

19.72 

1 3.20 

57.93 

19U4 

■ 8.61 

1 0.90 

1 6.22 

20.33 

56.06 

1945 

1 3.22 

10.80 

1 0.20 

10.39 

44.71 

1946 

12.97 

8.72 

20.1  2 

1 6.83 

58 , 64 

1947 

9.89 

12.42 

9.87 

11  .74 

43.91 

1 948 

1 6.86 

13.69 

14.95 

1 3.39 

58.89 

1949 

9.29 

9.18 

9.06 

21  .02 

48 . 56 

1950 

11  .83 

8, 63 

21 .04 

12.87 

54.37 

1951 

1 3.86 

5.87 

13.72 

12.86 

48.31 

1952 

10.38 

9.58 

8.14 

1 0.24 

38.34 

1 5 years 

average 

10.85 

9.44 

14.12 

1 5.07 

50.18 

Sevier a.^e  and  Sewa'^e  Disposal* 

The  sewerQ'^e  tc  the  Urhan  District  is  a combined  system 
and  the  disposal  is  by  ron'li  screenin™  and  afterwards  dischar'’e 
into  the  tidal  estuary. 

Host  of  the  district  is  sewered,  aoart  from  isolated 
areas  which  are  dependent  on  septic  tanks.  These  areas  are, 
briefly,  the  hiyher  parts  of  Granye  Pell,  Th.e  Slack  area  of 
’Vindermiere  Road,  Lyndene  Estate,  a number  of  farmis  and  Hohie 
I sland . 

Sewage  from  the  lower  end  of  Gran ye  adjacent  to  the  railway 
station  is  collected  In  a well  situated  in  the  Ornamental 
Gardens  where  dual  pumps  are  installed  to  lift  the  seware  into 
the  main  outfall  ®ewer.  This  sewer  runs  the  full  lenyth  of 
the  Promenade  from  the  station  to  tl'.e  main  outfall  tanks,  where 
the  sewaye  is  screened  and  dischar.''ed  int  ' the  estuary.  The 
hi 'her  parts  of  the  town  (excludiny  the  Kents  Bank  Aren) 
dischar.'e  into  tributary  sewers  which  ultimately/  joii'i  'the  main 
outfall  sewer  on  the  Promenade. 

In  the  Kents  Bank  Krea  the  main  outfall  sewer  passes 
under  the  Railway  adjacent  to  Kents  Bank  Station  and  then  alony 
the  seaward  side  of  the  railway  embankment  to  a screeniny  tank 
(situated  at  Kirkliead  End),  the  outfall  from  which  ayain 
discliar~es  into  the  estuary. 

A portion  of  the  main  outfall  sc'/er  ’was  cleaned  and  scraped 
durin,''  the  year  and  the  sedimentation  tanks  were  emptied 
reyularly.  The  system  operated  quite  well  on  the  whole  but  a 
fev/  stoppa'^es  occurred  and  it  is  really  in  need  of  a complete 
overhaul. 

nil  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  are  no’-'  provided 
with  fresh  -^ater  closets,  there  beiny  no  privies,  pail  closets 
or  waste  water  closets. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

n fortni'-htly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  \"/as  maintained 
throu’^hout  the  year.  The  domestic  refuse  is  collected  '’1th  a 
special  type  vehicle  employing  a staff  of  tv/o. 

Throuphout  the  year  a weekly  service  was'  maintained  for 
the  c.illection  of  trade  refuse.  This  is  undertaken  jointly  hy 
the  s pecial  vehicle  and  the  peneral  purpose  vehicle,  employin."'  in 
all  a staff  of  four.  There  is  no  special  char-'-e  for  the 

collection  of  trade  refuse. 

The  '"/hole  of  the  refuse  is  dealt  -vitli  at  t;ie  Council’s 
incinerator  and  other  material  like  builder’s  refuse  etc., 
is  tipped  adjacent  to  the  incinerator.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  stop  indiscriminate  tippinr':  an'.’’,  now  a^  certain  amount  of 
control  has  resulted  in  an  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  tip. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  a few  cases  for  the 
provision  of  refuse  bins,  in  all  t’^e  cases  the  notices  were 
complied  with.  All  the  ashpits  have  no"’  been  reolaced  '.^Ith 
movable  bins. 

Swimiminp  Bat h. 

A modern  open  air  swimmin~  bath  of  hU5,C00  ''•allons 
capacity  is  provided  and  m.aintained  by  the  Council.  Sea  water 
is  taken  at  appropriate  states  of  f’c  tide,  filtered,  aerated 
and  chlorinated,  and  "/hen  the  bath  is  "in  use  the  water  is 
constantly  circulated  a.d  treated.  Samples  taken  at  rep'ular 
intervals  durinp  the  summer  were  satisfactory. 

irSPECTIQF  AFP  SUhEI^VISIOr  OF  FOOD. 

Deatails  re-'-ardiny  the  inspection  of  meat,  shops,  stalls 
vehicles  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  are  "iven  in  the 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Ins  'sctor,  as  also  are  particulars  of 
reyistrat ions  under  the  tiilk  and  Dairies  Repulations,  1949? 
and  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  He ‘illations , 1 9U7  and 
-19U8. 


There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisonin'’  notified  duriny  the 

year, 

HOUSINC- . 

The  standard  of  ho''sin~  in  G-ran~’e  is  reasonably  hi;’h 
compared  with  other  districts.  Practically  the  whole  of  the 
houses  in  the  area  liave  baths  and  hot  water  systems  and 
approximately  7C^o  are  owner-occupied. 


Statistics : 


Dumber  of  ne’v  ho 'uses 
erected  d’lrin  the  year: 
1 . By  the  local  authority 

2,  By  other  local 

authorities. 

3.  By  other  bodies  or 

persons . 


Pref abri catedTrad: t-  Plats 
houses,  -ional 


Temper :Perm- 
-ary.  anent. 

perm- 
anent 
h'-^uses . 

Fil 

Fil 

8 

Nil 

1 — 1 

•H 

h- 

Fil 

' Fil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Inspection  of  dwellinp; -houses  during  the  year:- 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  d’jvelliny-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housin,^  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housin'"  i. cts),  2 

(b)  Humber  of  inspect  ions  ^ formal  c-r  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose.  k 

2.  (a). Humber  of  dwellinp-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1,  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Kousiny  Consolidated 
Re  •'■'Illations,  '1925  and  1936.  Nil 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  tbe  purpose.  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwel liny-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  danyerous  or  injurious  to  healtb 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Nil 


4.  Nu 'her  of  d welliny-house s (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  precediny  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

Remedy  of  defects  duriny  the  year  without  service  of 
formial  notices: - 


Humber  of  defective  dwelliny  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers.  2 


Action 

under  statutory  powers  durin"  the  year:- 

(a) 

Proceedinys  under 

sections  9?  10,  11,  12  I3 

and 

16  of  the  Housiny 

Act,  1936: 

Nil 

(b) 

Proceedinys  under 

Public  Health  Acts: 

Nil 

PREVi-'.LENCE  OF.  RND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISSRSE, 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  ayain  been 
extremely  low  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table  which  follows. 


1952 

' Number ' Removed 
of  to 


Disease . 
Scarlet 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

cases . 

hosp ital. 

Beat 

Eever . 

0 

1 

0 , 

0.  . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Measles. 
Whoopi nr 

6 

18 

1 

68 

3 

1 

-0 

0 

Couyh. 

0 : 

2 

,3 

19 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia . 
Puerperal 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Pyrexia. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas. 

Cerebro- 

0.  : 

0 

0 

0 

0, ... 

1 

0 

0 

spinal  fever 
Polio- 

. 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

myelitis. 

Pocd 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Poisoniny , 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS. 

11 

23 

■ 7 

91 

-7- 

5 

6 

0 

0 

Since  1st  Julyj  1952j  the  policy  has  been  adopted  of 
disinfecting:  houses  only  after  tuberculosis  and  smallpox, 
Beddin-  and  clothinr  is  still  steam  disinfected  follo’^^/inm 
all  cases  where  these  article's  are  If'ely  to  be  a method 
of  spread, 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  a female,  v/as 
not  if  ied  d urin.^:  the  year. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  t o health 
(includin';  inspections  miade  by  Sanitary  Insoector), 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Re "ister 


.Humber  ..of. 

Inspect  ions. Written  Occupiers 
I^' ot  ices  .Pro  secut  ed 


Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2,  3j  4 
and  6 are  t o be 

enf.'rced  by  Local  : . ; 

Authorities.  • 1 : 1 Nil  Hil 


Factories  not  included 
above  in  vdiich  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 


Local  Authority, 

21 

19 

3 

Nil 

Totals . 

22  ^ 

20 

3 

Nil 

NATIONAL 

ASSISTANCE  a 

iCT.  1948, 

Sect.  k7 . 

No  action  was 

taken  under 

the  above 

Act  durin,” 

the  ; 

In  conclusion,  I thanh  the  mem.bers  of  the  Health 
Comnsittee  and  the  Officers  of  tlieGran^’e  Urban  District 
Council  and,  in  particular,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor,  for  their  courtesy  and  help, 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant,' 

J.  L.  WILD, 

Medical  Officer  o f 

Report  of  t he  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  Inspection  and 

Supervision  of  Foo^'^. . 

All  the  food  shoos, 'kitchens,  ba'-ehouses  etc.,  were 
visited  at  least  once  durin'---  t’ne  year  and  on  the  whole  a 
fairly  h.i':h  standard  of  cleanliness  exists.  One  or  two 
of  the  food  shops  improved  their  standard  of  display  so  as 
to  prevent  contamination  by  the  customers  and  flies  etc. 

In  three  cases  informal  action  '.7as  necessary  and  in  onb  case 


formal  actioii  under  the  Pood  and  Dru.'-s  hot  and  Pood  Byelav/s 
was  necessary  after  informal  action  had  failed.  In  all  the 
cases  where  action  was  tahen  work  •"as  carried  out  both 
structural  and  otherwise  to  brin"'  the  premises  up  toy  or 
beyond,  the  required  standard. 

The  notices  requesting  persons  not  to  brin-"  do~s  into 
food  shops  were  renewed  durinq  the  year  as  it  was  felt  that 
the ■ r effect  had  been  hirhly  successful. 

hilk  and  Dairies. 

There  is  one  dairy  situated  "’ithin  tl',.s  district, 

Durin-  the  year  one  dairyman  becam.e  a T.  T.  distributor 
and  as  a result  of  his  premises  not  beinq  adaptable  to  the 
standard  required  he  moved  his  dairy  outside  the  district 
to  th.e  producer's  premises.  Th.e  other  dairy,  as  a result 
of  f ormal  action  bein~  taken,  is  bein'-  brouw-'t  up  to  the 
standard  .required  for  T.  T . distribution.  h/hen  this  is 
completed  the  whole  of  the  milk  sold  •/ithin  the  district 
''^ill  be  tuberculin  tested.  Six  dis tri'dutors  are  licensed 
to  sell  tuberculin  tested  milk  and  one  distributor  is 
reqistered  for  the  sale  of  ra--'  milk,  'fiere  is  no  heat 
treated  milk  sold  in  the  district. 

Eiqht  sam/ples  have  been  examined  f or  cleanliness  and 
the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  durinq  the  year.  Two 
were  fou’C'd  to  be  of  low  standard  a-cd  the  a -:i orooriate  action 
was  taken. 

Butcher^!.  Shops, 


There  are  four  butchers  shops  in  G-ranpe  and  three  of 
them  are  reqistered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  preserved 
meat.  On  inspection  durin'-  the  year  they  'voere  all  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  Houses. 


There  are  no  slaughter  houses  situated  in  t he  district 
the  Central  Slau'hterhouse  being  situated  at  Ulverston. 

Bakehouses. 

Thece  are  several  bakehouses  on  the  register,  most  of 
'7hich  are  used  in  conjunction  ’^.'ith  shops.  hll  were 
visited  durin-^  t he  year  and  informal  action  "-'as  necessary  in 
t'7o  cases  "Whilst  in  another  case,  due  to  the  fact  that  after 
repeated  efforts  there  was  no  improvement,  formal  action  had 
to  be  taken.  It  is  oleasin';  to  report  t-^at  hie  old 
bakehouse  is  no  longer  in  use  and  ne’7  premises  with 
considerable  improvements  were  achieved.  The  remiainder  on- 
inspection  '^ere  found  to  be  on  the  whole  "ood,  t-.vo  bein-T 
specially  clean  -whilst  the  ’-/hole  of  the  premises  have 
satisfactory  washin-^  facilities  and  sanitary  accommodation. 

Restaurant  Kitchens. 


All  the  restaurant  kitchens  were  i'nspected  durin, c;  the 
year  and  on  the  whole  '"ere  found  to  be  reasonably  clean  and 
satisfactory . 


-9“ 


Fried  Fish  Shops> 


There  is  one  fried  fish  shop  in  G-ranq:e  and  durin~  the 
year  the  whole  of  the  preparation  room  was  rebuilt  and  the 
premises  broup-ht  up  to  the  required  standard. 

7]let  Fish  Shops. 

There  are  two  wet  fish  shops  in  Granp:e  both  of  which  are 
kept  in  qood  condition  and  one  durinw  the  year  installed  an  . 
atomised  water  sorayer  ^diich  is  highly  successful  as  a fly 
repellant . 

Green  Grocers  Shoos, 


There  are  efp;!!!  .rreen  procers  s^.ops  in  the  area  all  of 
themi  are  allied  to  other  businesses , namely ^ procerSy  wet" 
fish  and  horticultural  requisites.  On  several  occasions 
durinp-  in'oection  it  was  still  necessary  to  point  out  the  need 
for  improvemient  in  the  p'ay  poods  were  displayed. 

Grocers  Shops. 

Al  ' the  'grocers  shops  were  inspected  and  on  t he  whole 
were  found  to  be  fairly  pood  havin':  adequate  stora"e 
accommodation  o/hich  was  kept  in  a reasonable  condition. 

Confectioners  Shoos. 

Durin^-^  the  year  these  shoos  -oere  inspected  on  several 
occasions  and  in  a few  cases  -oork  has  been  carried  out  to 
improve  methods  of  display  so  as  to  ^Ive  adequate  screeninp 
to  the  displayed  confectionery. 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

Seven  premises  are  repistered  for  the  sale  and  two  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  by t he  cold-mix  method.  Most 
of  the  ice-cream  is  sold  wrapped  and  w^ere  otherwise  the 
required  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained; 

Condemnation  of  Food. 


Durinr  the  year  the  undermentioned  articles  of  food  ^vere 
surrendered  after  condemnation: - 

48  tins  fruit. 

39  lbs.  tinned  pork. 

135  lbs.  tinned  ham. 

24  lbs.  tinned  veal. 

20  lbs.  bacon. 

40  lbs.  sausaves. 

24  doz.  chocolate  wafers. 

It  is  interestin'*  to  note  that  most  of  the  tinned  meat 
condemned  was  of  foreipn  ori'un. 

I have  the  honour  to  be^ 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  Bi.XEFDi^LE,  


Sanitary  Inspe<rtor 


